2010 Health Fair a Grand Success
  
Hope Community Health Center (HCHC), Sí Se Puede, and Chandler Gilbert Community College (CGCC) collaborated to create a community health fair on Saturday, April 24, 2010.  The event was hosted on the beautiful Chandler Gilbert Community College campus.  

  
Over 185 people attended the health fair and HCHC offered many different displays, activities, and screening for participants.  One outstanding screening that HCHC offered to its existing diabetic patients was free diabetic retinopathy eye exams with HCHC partner, Arizona Foundation for Eye Health.  The Arizona Foundation for Eye Health utilized its exquisite mobile   eye center, “AZSightSaver,” to complete the retinopathy exams.  The retinopathy exams checked the patient’s retinas to determine if their diabetes had damaged their vision.  Not only did HCHC utilize the “AZSightSaver” mobile, but it also borrowed the Lions Club’s eye evaluation machines to screen additional fair patrons for visual problems.  People who were not able to pass the eye screening were referred to optometrists for a complete eye evaluation.   Other facets HCHC provided were Spanish and English educational materials on a variety of health related topics, and a self breast exam class taught by one of HCHC’s volunteers.  Several members from First Baptist Church of Tempe volunteered for the event and helped HCHC set up and staff the booths.

Sí Se Puede provided music and entertainment for the event.  The Sí Se Puede Folklorio dancers performed traditional Mexican dances in their colorful and beautiful costumes.  The dancers did an outstanding job and brought smiles to the fair patrons.  


Chandler Gilbert Community College not only provided the facility to host the event, but the school’s students also got involved.  Thirty nursing students from the CGCC school of nursing prepared and gave community health information to fair patrons.  The students created colorful and informative display boards on a variety of health topics.  The college soccer teams were also involved by offering a free soccer clinic for children at the fair.  The promotion of good health through exercise not only brought some sweat, but also fun.  The students did a tremendous job.  

Additional organizations were present at the event.  The Rotary Club presented its focus to eradicate polio around the world.  Chandler Regional Medical Center’s children’s dental clinic provided fluoridation for children at the fair and handed out dental supplies to attendees.  HealthCare Connect, an alternative organization that gives the uninsured access to medical specialists at Medicare rates, helped enroll people in their program or in the state’s medical insurance plan.   
